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The first mistress of this Spanish-style house was Cuban.

Thie rossm naw erves o an informal gathering
area for listening o music, watching television
and relicing. Cherished family phowographs
share shelf space with books and mememnios.

The addition of shebves in the front room
enabled them o create a walk-in closet in the
central downstairs bedroom, with which the
front poom shares 3 wall, All closets are cedar-
limed and original o the bouse.

The kitchen was gutted in 1990 and entirely
revaniped, It pow conlains a large
cooking'eating island comple with comfortable
vellomw-tinted bar stooks 5o guests can keep
company with the cook. A cabinet discreetly
closets 3 microwave oven and iclevision for
further kitchen comlort

A stately carved cabinet reaching mearky to the
cetling bouses the china, the Villeroy and Boch
“Basket” patiern, around which the kitchen's
yellow and green color scheme was chosen. The
cahinet, originally 2 wardrobe, was purchased at
a barn sabe in Candler,

The home has proven to be a decorsiors
drem for Mrs. Nilsson. While she insists the
hisme has been difficull 1o urigh, ber careful
selection and placement of each plece of
furniture gives the impression it was all cusiom-
iz for the house.

=1 guiss you could v the furmishings have a
Provencal note — kKind of French-, English-,
American-style,” she said.

Mrs. Milsson chose esch plece, right down o
(he thletop fgurines, o enhance the home's
umbque stybe. As an imerior designer, her
busingss requines her 1o amend estate and other

Bluwe Ridge Praks

furniture auctions and be familiar with furniune
and accessory manufsciurers and suppliers. This
insider™s knowledge and access provided her the
oppariunity 10 obiain even the most hard-to-find
pieces for ber home. Some of the fumishings
have been used in rooms she designed for
Asheville Art Museum designer showhouses.

Thee Milssons' massive rosewond dining room
table, which was made In Mexico, was purchased
from an estate in Biltmore Forest, A stardy
chandelier bought 21 a loal auction hangs
above, The sowih-of-the-border favor of these
farnishings echo the home's exterior shde. A
Welsh dresser, a new piece made from old
wood, was specifically selecied for the dining
room and ordered from England. It provides the
perfect backdrop for the couple's delicate hlue
anid white porcelain pleces

The rich wood of the furnishings is enbanced
by the brilliznce of the beny polished wooden
doors in each room. The Nilssons said the doors
were i selling point when they viewed the house.

A& Bvarie room For the Nilssons is the suny,
vellow floral wallpapered breakfast room just off
the kitchen. An oblong table purchased 2 4 local
estne sale ks the crowning towch o the cheery
SpACE.

The expansive living room seems made for
entertaining, & grand piano located nest 1o the
fireplace awaits plaving, and a bright flaral print
sl ] chalrs invise guests s redax and bask in
the room's ambiance,

Let s opent a door
in Asheville for you

Cappoll ¢ Bimie « DeOs

THWE BLAL ESTATE G RODF

REALTORS®

 Muliiple Listing Services

* Residential & Commercial

« Retirement Specialist

£0 Orange Street
Asheville, North Carolina 28801

704-254-7733
800-951-5410

AT RANSE T

RELO,
B




¥ .
il
. '#_q.fq:_':::-:h;:'lm

The first mistress of this Spanish-style house was Cuban.

Thie rossm naw erves o an informal gathering
area for listening o music, watching television
and relicing. Cherished family phowographs
share shelf space with books and mememnios.

The addition of shebves in the front room
enabled them o create a walk-in closet in the
central downstairs bedroom, with which the
front poom shares 3 wall, All closets are cedar-
limed and original o the bouse.

The kitchen was gutted in 1990 and entirely
revaniped, It pow conlains a large
cooking'eating island comple with comfortable
vellomw-tinted bar stooks 5o guests can keep
company with the cook. A cabinet discreetly
closets 3 microwave oven and iclevision for
further kitchen comlort

A stately carved cabinet reaching mearky to the
cetling bouses the china, the Villeroy and Boch
“Basket” patiern, around which the kitchen's
yellow and green color scheme was chosen. The
cahinet, originally 2 wardrobe, was purchased at
a barn sabe in Candler,

The home has proven to be a decorsiors
drem for Mrs. Nilsson. While she insists the
hisme has been difficull 1o urigh, ber careful
selection and placement of each plece of
furniture gives the impression it was all cusiom-
iz for the house.

=1 guiss you could v the furmishings have a
Provencal note — kKind of French-, English-,
American-style,” she said.

Mrs. Milsson chose esch plece, right down o
(he thletop fgurines, o enhance the home's
umbque stybe. As an imerior designer, her
busingss requines her 1o amend estate and other

Bluwe Ridge Praks

furniture auctions and be familiar with furniune
and accessory manufsciurers and suppliers. This
insider™s knowledge and access provided her the
oppariunity 10 obiain even the most hard-to-find
pieces for ber home. Some of the fumishings
have been used in rooms she designed for
Asheville Art Museum designer showhouses.

Thee Milssons' massive rosewond dining room
table, which was made In Mexico, was purchased
from an estate in Biltmore Forest, A stardy
chandelier bought 21 a loal auction hangs
above, The sowih-of-the-border favor of these
farnishings echo the home's exterior shde. A
Welsh dresser, a new piece made from old
wood, was specifically selecied for the dining
room and ordered from England. It provides the
perfect backdrop for the couple's delicate hlue
anid white porcelain pleces

The rich wood of the furnishings is enbanced
by the brilliznce of the beny polished wooden
doors in each room. The Nilssons said the doors
were i selling point when they viewed the house.

A& Bvarie room For the Nilssons is the suny,
vellow floral wallpapered breakfast room just off
the kitchen. An oblong table purchased 2 4 local
estne sale ks the crowning towch o the cheery
SpACE.

The expansive living room seems made for
entertaining, & grand piano located nest 1o the
fireplace awaits plaving, and a bright flaral print
sl ] chalrs invise guests s redax and bask in
the room's ambiance,

Let s opent a door
in Asheville for you

Cappoll ¢ Bimie « DeOs

THWE BLAL ESTATE G RODF

REALTORS®

 Muliiple Listing Services

* Residential & Commercial

« Retirement Specialist

£0 Orange Street
Asheville, North Carolina 28801

704-254-7733
800-951-5410

AT RANSE T

RELO,
B




.
@

The Nilssons gutted the kitchen three years ago to make way for a cookingleating island that enables guests to keep company

with the cook.

Continued ram previous page

The rsull is 2 2, 800-square-foot Spanish-style house that stands
elegantly ansong the smaller homes in the quiet, middle-cliss
milghibeorhiood

Whilé researching the kistory of the house, Nilsson leamed thag it was
budlt im 1921 by the owner of 2 concrete plant. The man's wile wis 2
pative of Coba, and in an effort oo make her 25 comfortable a5 possible
the homie was designied s Evor the houses of her mafive country.

The exterior i cemen smeon over wire and all walls are wood frame
The interior wall fini<h is cement stocco over woud framing with 2 rough
pewtured Finish.

The Nilssons spent three months on renovlions prior o moving in.

Photography By Jetta

[+

0ld aluminam awmings and storm windows were removed and chipped
and peeling paint was sandhblasted and replaced. Inside, wallpaper was
removed and walls were patched and painted. The fireplace was
sandblasted o expase the original stonework

Carpet was pulled up to expose now-gleaming cak flooring. In the
kitchen, breakfast area and rear-entry room, the removil of bvers of
linodeum, undertayment and bulkling paper also exposed original oak
flmors.

The existing ol -fired stum hest was replaced with a natueal gas-lired
forced air furnace and imsalaton was added 1o the attic.

The Nilssons have made few material changes to the house. They added
houkshebves o the coey lorest green front room, closing in a choset door.
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Blwe Ri ape Feaks

By Keith Jarrett

LVETH Vs dgn, contracion and engineer Jonathan
Nilsson and his wile Susen — an nberior Sesigeer
decided 1o trade in condominiwm living for a
ireestanding home of their own. They embarked ona
search o find a spacious howse within their budge
After searching south, cast and north, the cowple finally foand
what 1t Biad beven ||:-||I-.ing fisr im west chivilles an estabdished
area primarily comprised of smaller, post World War 11 homes
They saw potentfal in the home and knew thelr combined tabenis
could belp transform their purchase into 3 grand showplace

Coantinued on next prelgn

Whimsical rabbits, left, on the Milsson's rosewood
dining room table. Floral fabrics, above, add warmth
to the living room.



